Hotel Oceana,

Santa Monica, Califernia

¥ Snuck in among the posh apartment

Hot H'ﬂtEIE buildings on the north end of Santa Mon-
ica’s beachfront boulevard, the revamped
Oceana looks and leels more like a home.
a This palm-shaded complex—set around
-1.'3“ i heart-shaped pool-—is an unassuming
T0-room seaside retreat that attracts a mix
ol couples, families, and showbiz execs.
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G § Dol Mar_ Dl Mar € 2 Stulfed with brightly colored sofus and
- offbeat artwork, no two rooms are exactly

Solage Cabstoga. "ixu vaie,  uf alike, and most are fairly roomy. While all
Colomy Palmg Motel, Vurr Sorogn T the usual mod cons are there (lat-screen
bey Hotel, o Deege, (o TV. Wi-Fi), someone has also taken the
Hotel Oceana, Santa Monica, Calif time to outlit each room with books that
one might actually pick up. Guests can

e ?ﬂ ‘"t‘ ,— . relux allresco around a fireplace beside
" ‘* S annniiy the pool or in an Ocean Lounge that does
Angter 1 Boutsgue Resort ** o0 triple duty as library, restaurant {the menu
Tdes South Beach. ™ Bean T is a blend of traditional steak and lobster,
Motel San. ( Fuoage | and New Age bites ke hamachi tuna car-
Trumg nternanonal Hotel B T ower paceio). and bar (whose trademark milk
Crecage shakes are infused with vodka or rum).

But Oceana’s trump card 1s location: Pali-
sades Park and the beach are across the

Liberty Motel Boston ™

The Palazzo. Las vegas MNe street; Santa Monica Pier and the shop-
Bowery Motel, "o Toon T filled Third Street Promenade are within
Dhane Sareet Motel, “wa Torh M7 walking distance. When to go: Southern
The Pasa. MNew Yook MY California gets its best beach weather in
Rensissanss Pravitenss Hasal S-:pl-.:n_'-bc‘r and Gclulj'-r:r, thi:h room to
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_ or piclure windows overlooking Pali-
Rua-Cartton, aian 7o sades Park and the Pacific (800-777-0758;
Shky Lodge. Mot Ty Uit hoteloceanasantamonica.com; doubles,
pdoted Terra, o vur Haoe W, $365-5895). 0080 2
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